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DETAILED ACTION 

i> This action is in response to Applicant's amendment, filed 10.12.2006. Claim 1 is 
amended. Claims 4-6, 8, 10, 12 and 15-16 are cancelled. Claims 1-3, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 14 are 
presented for further examination. 

2> This is a final rejection. 

Response to Arguments 

3> The rejection of claims 2 and 3 as being unpatentable over Lahr, in view of Taylor are 
withdrawn. Taylor was relied upon to teach a VPN connecting the public and private VLAN 
within the edge node. However, Taylor does not disclose this feature, instead teaching an 
external VPN that can be used to access an edge node and the internal VLANs. Therefore, 
these rejections are withdrawn. 

4> With respect to claim 1, Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant's amendments do not overcome the prior art reference, Lahr. 
The substance of Applicant's amendments are: (a) a receiving router to receive content from 
a center over a satellite broadcast content distribution network and distribute the received 
content to the media server; (b) a controller connected with the receiving router to process 
incoming data packages and execute commands from the center; (c) a load balancer; and (d) 
an outbound router, connected with the load balancer to transmit received content. 

Lahr's data center [Figure 4] is interpreted as analogous to Applicant's edge node. 
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Lahr discloses that the data center may act as an edge node for customers when an ISP lacks 
an edge node [0028]. With respect to (a), Lahr discloses the data center having a switch, at 
the receiving side, that receives content over a satellite broadcast content distribution 
network and distributing the content to a media server [Figure 4 «items 66, I4» | 0028 : 
"routers and load-balancing switches 66 and 68" and Lahr's media serving system is 
analogous to a media server], Lahr discloses that the receiver can be either a satellite and/or 
terrestrial signal transceiver. 

With respect to (b), Lahr's switches and host (comparable to claimed controller) 
receive incoming information through the receiver [0028, 0029], With respect to (c), Lahr 
discloses that the switch 68 (connected to the transmitting side), can be a load balancer 
[0028]. With respect to (d), Lahr discloses that the switch 68 has the functionality of both a 
gigabit router and a load balancer and are responsible for transmitting received content to the 
ISP [0028]. 

Based on the foregoing remarks, the Office submits that the Lahr discloses the new 
limitations of claim 1. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5> Claims 2 and 3 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for ail 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6> Claims 1, 7, 9, 11 and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Lahr in view of Seiler et al, U.S Patent Publication No. 2003(0009437 ["Seiler"]. 

7> Only those claims that have been amended by Applicant are formally addressed in 
this action. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

8> As to claim 1, Lahr discloses an edge node that receives content from a Network 
Operations Center (NOC) via a satellite content distribution network and distributes it to a 
last mile service provider, the edge node comprising: 

one media server capable of serving both live and non-live content [Figure 8 | 0041]; 

a receiving router to receive content from a center over a satellite broadcast content 
distribution network and distribute the received content to the media server [Figure 4 | 0028]; 

a controller, connected with the receiving router to form a Local Area Network 
(VLAN) to process incoming data packages and execute commands from the NOC [0020, 
0028 : "private network"]; 
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a load balancer [0028]; 

an outbound router connected with the load balancer to form a LAN that transmits 
the received content from the server to a last mile service provider [0020, 0022, 0028]; and 

where the media server is connected to both the LANs [Figure 8 | 0020, 0041, 0042]. 

Lahr does not explicitly disclose that the a private VLAN, a public VLAN, or that the 
media server, private VLAN, and public VLAN exist in a single computer. However, Lahr 
seems to suggest such functionality. He describes a media delivery system contains the 
functionality of the VLANs and the media servers and that the media servers is connected to 
the private and public VLAN [see Figure 3 Figure 8, Figure 9]. Thus it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the media server and VLAN 
elements into a single computer, such as his endpoint server. 

9> Seiler discloses a server, analogous to Lahr's media serving system, comprising of a 
private VLAN and a public VLAN [0238 : public and private VLAN in a single computer]. 
The purpose of the private VLAN is to insure a secure and protected network for receiving 
data from a source [0238]. 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
Seder' s public and private VLANs into Lahr's media serving system. Such a combination is 
desirable because the private VLAN would provide Lahr's system a secure means for 
management and administration workstations to access the content and protecting the 
content from end-users. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dohrri Chankong whose telephone number is 571.272.3942. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday [7:30 AM to 4:30 PM]. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on 571.272.3913. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information 
about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217- 
9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA 
OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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